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THE CAUCASUS IN FOREIGN POLICY OF AZERBAIJAN
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Abstract. The article titled "Goals of maintaining peace and regional
security in the Caucasus in foreign policy of Azerbaijan” construes
determination of foreign policy based on national interests after reinstating the
independence of Azerbaijan in 1991, taking some measures related to
elimination of political strain in order to implement this policy, implementation
of the policy aiming at the coordination of national interests of the country with
the interests of other countries in the region and states with special reputation
in the Caucasus, strengthening of state independence and sovereignty of
Azerbaijan after reinstating our territorial integrity as a result of the settlement
of Nagorno- Karabakh problem after the victory at the Second Karabakh war
during the period from 27.09.2020 to 10.11.2020, provision of regional
security and stability of the South Caucasus and Caspian Sea, international and
national security interests of the countries of the region, great role of the
relations between Azerbaijan and Turkiye in establishing peace, stability and
tranquility in the Caucasus and in all over the world.
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EJIV 3AIIIUTHI MUPA 1 PETUOHAJILHOM BE3OITACHOCTH

HA KABKA3E BO BHEIIIHEM IOJIUTUKE A3EPBAMIKAHA
Hpana HypueBa*

AbcTpakT. B crathe «llenu 3anmTsl Mupa U peruoHaJIbHOM 0€301acHOCTH Ha
KaBkase Bo BHemHell monurtuke AszepOailikaHa» paccMaTpUBAIOTCS BOIPOCHI
OIpe/IeJICHHs] BHELIHETIOJIMTUYECKOr0 Kypca, OCHOBAHHOIO HAa HALMOHAJIBHBIX
UHTEpecax, II0Cje BOCCTAHOBIIEHHMSI HE3aBUCUMOCTH A3epOaiiakaHCKOro
rocynapctsa B 1991 rogy, peanuzanus psiga Mep M0 YCTPAHEHUIO TTOJTUTUYECKON
HaIpsDKEHHOCTH, MPOBOAS NOJUTHKY, HAalpaBICHHYI0 Ha [PUMHPEHUE
HAIlMOHAJIbHBIX MHTEPECOB CTPAHBI C UHTEPECAMH PETHOHAIBHBIX TOCYAAPCTB U
rocyIapcTB, HUMemIuX ocoboe BiausHue Ha KaBkase, yKperieHue
rOCYJapCTBEHHOW HE3aBUCHMOCTH U CyBepeHHTeTa A3sepOaiipkaHa IyTeM
BOCCTAHOBJIEHHMsI HAallel TEePPUTOPUAIBHOM IIEJIOCTHOCTH B  pe3yJibTaTe
00EeI0HOCHOTO  pa3pellieHns HaropHo-kapabaxckoil mpobiemsl Bo Bropoi
Kapabaxckoit BoiiHe, mnpousomexameit B 27.09-10.11.2020 roga, OGomblioe
3HaYeHHe a3zepOaiiPKaHO-TypeIKUX OTHOIICHWH B O00ECTIEUeHUH PETrHOHATBHON
6e3onacHoctu 1 ctabmisHOCTH FO)HOTO KaBkaza u Kacnuiickoro Mopsi, a Taxke
MHTEPECOB MEXIYHApOAHON M HALMOHAIBHOM 0E30ImacHOCTH CTpaH PEruoHa,
YCTaHOBJIEHUU MUPA, CTAOMIIBHOCTH U CIIOKOWCTBUSA Ha KaBkase u BO BceM Mupe.
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AZORBAYCANIN XARICI STYASOTINDO QAFQAZDA SULHUN
VO REGIONAL TOHLUKOSIZLIiYIN QORUNMASININ
HODOFLORI
Irads Nuriyeva*

Abstrakt. “Azorbaycanin xarici siyasatindo Qafgazda sulhiin vo regional
tohlikasizliyin qorunmasmin hadoflori” adli  moqalods 1991-ci ilds
Azorbaycan dovlsti mistagilliyini borpa etdikdon sonra milli maraglara
osaslanan xarici siyasatin mioyyan edilmasi, onun hoyata kegirilmoasi tgun
siyasi gorginliyin aradan galdirilmasina dair bir sira todbirlorin gértlmasi,
Olkonin milli maraqglarimi region dévlatlorinin vo Qafgazda xususi tasiri olan
dovlatlorin maraqlari ilo uzlagdirmaga yonalmis siyasatin yurtudilmasi, Dagliq
Qarabag probleminin 27.09-10.11. 2020-ci il tarixlorindo bas veron Ikinci
Qarabag miiharibasinds goaloba gazanarag holl edilmosi naticesinds orazi
butovllyumizun borpast ilo Azerbaycanin dovlst mustoqgilliyinin - vo
suverenliyinin moéhkomlondirilmoasi, Conubi Qafgaz vo Xoazor hdvzasinin
regional tohlikasizliyinin vo sabitliyinin, region 6lkalorinin beynolxalg vo
milli tohllikasizlik maraglarinin tomin edilmasi, Qafgazda va dlinyada silhin,
sabitliyin, omin-amanligin  borgorar olmasinda  Azorbaycan-Turkiyo
munasibatlarinin bdyik shomiyyat kasb etmasi sarh olunmusdur.
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1.Introduction

After reinstating state independence in 1991, one of significant tasks of the
Republic of Azerbaijan was determination and implementation of foreign
policy based on national interests. National leader Heydar Aliyev who had
returned to power by insistent demand of the people in 1993 renewed foreign
policy of Azerbaijan from the first days and rebuild it based on strategic
interests of the country. First of all, the government started to perform the
works in order to eliminate gross mistakes made by the former government in
foreign policy and, as a result of this, the very strain international political
situation around Azerbaijan, to implement the policy that was in the center of
attention of the government and aimed at the coordination of strategic interests
of the country with the interests of individual countries with special reputation
in the Caucasus.
2.Azerbaijan's security policy in the South Caucasus

Peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-Karabakh problem, strengthening state
independence and sovereignty of Azerbaijan, reinstating territorial integrity of
the country and providing its worthy place in the world community formed
main line of consistent and targeted foreign policy. The President made 79
visits to 33 countries, signed 431 international documents with this purpose
just in 1993-1998 [Nuriyeva, I.T., p.575].

National leader Heydar Aliyev noted that in order to establish peace and
regional security in the Caucasus: "Azerbaijan is to have equitable relations
with all the countries. We need equitable relations with Turkey, Iran,
neighboring Georgia, Russia, the USA, European countries, Arab states,
Muslim states, Turkic states, Central Asian countries, Kazakhstan" [Heydar
Aliyev and the Azerbaijani model of foreign policy. Xalq Qazeti].

Thus, at present, situation at and stability of regional security environment
of the South Caucasus and Caspian Sea, provision of international and national
security interests of the region countries and similar matters basically depend
on leader of the region Russia; Turkiye and Iran at the South Caucasus and
Caspian Sea, as well the USA and European Union outside the region. The
events taking place within the region related to all the matters arise from
economic, political and military interests of these countries and blocks.
Especially thought-out and balanced security policy implemented by
Azerbaijan in order to ensure maximum international and national security
interests in the South Caucasus is to take into consideration complex and
disputable matters in mutual relations between the CIS led by Russia, the
Organization for Economic Cooperation headed by Iran, the Organization of
Turkic States headed by Turkiye, as well European Union, China, the USA and
other states of the region. Balanced regional policy of Azerbaijan both on
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foreign policy and security matters is a factor that is able to play the role of the
most significant guarantee of current security and independent future of the
country [Hasanov, A.M.(2015). p.765]. The concept of main resources
possessed and used by the country in international security includes the entire
existence of material and moral life of the country (the complex of the power
factors), and in international relations system, the state relies on these resources
and implements its security policy and purposefully acts in this field [Hasanov,
A.M. (2005). p.247-263].
3.Regional and international actors influencing the security environment
of the South Caucasus

After the break-up of the USSR, the security environment of Caspian- Black
Sea basin and the South Caucasus changed, the relations between regional and
international actors affecting this environment intensified. New relations
formed between major states of the region (Russia, Turkiye, Iran), leaders
outside the region (the USA, EU countries, China, etc.), other countries of the
region (Ukraine, Azerbaijan, Georgia, Armenia, etc.), transnational, geo-
economics and military- geostrategic actors (UN, OSCE, EU, NATO, CIS,
OIC, transnational oil and gas, transport, communication companies, etc.) in
accordance with special and collective interests. Main decisive disputes were
around territorial integrity of the countries of the region and territorial claims
of some states, energy resources of the Caspian Sea, possession of the oil and
gas export routes and security mechanisms, East-West transport,
communications and transit infrastructures, desire of the states of the region to
influence the relations with transnational political, economic and military
blocks, etc. [Hasanov,A.M. (2015). p.769-770]. While the struggle in certain
territories of the region, for example, in the Black Sea or the Caspian Sea basin
was based mostly on transport and communication routes, export routes,
security of local countries and transnational infrastructures, around Central
Asia and the Caspian Sea, in fact, energy resources, military and geostrategic
matters were aimed at keeping local states under the influence in the South
Caucasus, manipulating their territorial integrity problems. In the plane of the
struggle of geopolitical interests of the region, each country had its own
interests and corresponding claims. Such critical natters as balance of power in
the region, relations between local countries and stability of the region mostly
depended on the relations between the actors mentioned.

Although national interests of small and large countries of the region
coincide with transnational international interests in some matters related to
the security measures in the Caspian- Black Sea basin and the South Caucasus,
there is serious conflict of interests in other matters. The role of transnational
interests carrier in the region is played by the USA, the EU countries and
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NATO representing them in military and geostrategic context, as well such big
and developed countries as China and Japan, including global corporations
representing them, and such the countries as Russia, Turkiye, Iran, Ukraine,
Azerbaijan and Georgia act as main carriers of geopolitical, geo-economics
and military-geostrategic interests of the region [Hasanov,A.M. (2015). p.773-
774]. Above all, foreign and security policy of the South Caucasus and the
Caspian Sea countries arose from the reaction to the intervention of
international powers and big countries in the region with different goals,
methods and means, as well to their military-geostrategic interests. Among
such the power centers influencing the security environment in the region there
are such the geopolitical actors as the USA-NATO-EU, Russia, CIS and
Collective Security Treaty Organization (CSTO), as well Iran, Turkiye, etc.

Azerbaijan emphasized in its foreign policy the significance of
comprehensively balanced measures in protecting the interests of the country
and implemented adaptable maneuvers and special tactical moves, taking into
consideration the fight of different states for economic interests and spheres of
influence built in the whole Caucasus and directly in our republic. Practical
changes have been made in foreign policy course aimed at protecting the
interests of the country, taking into consideration modern realities. Place of the
independent Azerbaijan in international relations system, the priorities for the
short-term of its relations with European countries and the USA, new
independent states and Russia, Turkic states and Turkiye, the Muslim world
and lIran, as well reputable international organizations were determined and
gradually the started to be implemented.

Creation of successful dialogue and mutual understanding environment in
the relations with Russia, with which Azerbaijan had historically been linked,
was of great importance in terms of strengthening international positions of our
country, ensuring stability and security in the region. Azerbaijan has always
given great value to the development of the cooperation with Russia after
reinstating its independence. National leader Heydar Aliyev and the President
of the Republic Ilham Aliyev played special role and had special merits in
strengthening friendly relations between two countries. Business visit of
Heydar Aliyev to Russia, signing Baku Declaration, settling the matters related
to the status of the Caspian Sea brought significant progress and dynamism to
the relations between two countries at different levels. The agreement on the
division of the Caspian Sea by national sectors between the Republic of
Azerbaijan and the Russian Federation was signed in January 2001. The same
agreement was signed between the Republic of Azerbaijan and Kazakhstan in
November. Although some progress was gained in determining legal status of
the Caspian Sea at the Summit of the heads of states of the Caspian Sea
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countries held in Ashgabat on April 23, 2002, there were no specific results
achieved due to unconstructive position of Iran and Turkmenistan on this
matter [Nuriyeva,l.T. p.575-576]. The presidents of Azerbaijan and Russia
signed the “Agreement between the Russian Federation and the Republic of
Azerbaijan on the division of neighboring areas of the Caspian seabed” on
September 23, 2002. Both countries are interested in dynamic development of
political and economic cooperation. Nowadays, Azerbaijan is the only state in
the South Caucasus that was able to establish a system of equitable relations
with Russia.

New relations with Georgia, Ukraine and Moldova are also of great
importance in bilateral cooperation system. While Ukraine is significant to us
as big and rich country, while it is developed country in all the aspects as
profitable partner for economic, scientific, technical and cultural cooperation,
Georgia is also our close neighbor, there are half a million of our compatriots
living there, it is our access to Europe; and solving of today’s complex knots
in the Caucasus is significant in terms of ensuring peace and stability.
Azerbaijan pays great attention to the matters of development and
improvement of the relations with all the Caucasus countries, especially with
Georgia, ensuring peace and cooperation in this region that became hot spot of
foreign powers, national conflicts. Comprehensive program of the proposals
put forward by the head of state on the matters of peace and cooperation in the
Caucasus is welcomed by Georgia and all the countries of the region, except
for Armenia.
4.The place and role of Azerbaijan in the system of international relations

Preventing ongoing aggression of Armenia and ceasing the war in the 1990s
were of particular importance. Most importantly, such the important matters as
bringing to the world the essence of the aggression of Armenia and Armenian
atrocities, breaking the information blockade created around Azerbaijan,
bringing the truth about Nagorno-Karabakh conflict to the knowledge of the
world community were waiting for their solution. The President of the
Republic Heydar Aliyev brought the realities of Azerbaijan to the knowledge
of the whole world from a rostrum of the UN 49" session in September 1994,
as well the anniversary sessions in October1995 and September 2000.
Unfortunately, there was no practical result achieved due to neutral position of
international community against the occupation of Armenia, as well the failure
of such the organizations as the UN and OSCE to take effective measures in
order to implement their proposals and resolutions (822, 853, 874, 884)
[Aliyev, H. (1997). Our independence is eternal (Vol. I). p.560]. Azerbaijan
has repeatedly declared that it supports peaceful solution of the conflict, but
the depletion of the peace opportunities is able to force Azerbaijan to exercise
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its right to liberate its lands by force of arms. Azerbaijan, which has strong
army, can do it. Azerbaijan proved it by winning the Second Karabakh war,
which had taken place as a result of the provocation of Armenia within the
period from September 27, 2020 to November 10, 2020.

The activities in the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE since 1994), the Organization for Economic Cooperation, the UN, the
North Atlantic Cooperation Council of NATO since 1992 (European-Atlantic
Partnership Council-EAPC since 1997), GUAM, the European Union, Davos
Economic Forum, the Non-Aligned Movement and other reputable
organizations and associations play significant role in foreign policy of
Azerbaijan. They participated in the process of peaceful settlement of regional
conflicts: Nagorno-Karabakh, Transnistria, Abkhazia, etc. together with the
CIS PA, the UN and the OSCE [General historical overview of Azerbaijan and
the Commonwealth of Independent States. (n.d.)].

Azerbaijan implements balanced policy without joining any military block
and foreign policy course aimed at developing the cooperation relations with
all the countries. That is why, our country decided to become a full member of
the Non-Aligned Movement with the status of an observer in 2011. Territorial
integrity of our country is unconditionally recognized by the member states
within the organization, and our proper position in international matters is
always supported. The confidence of the Non-Aligned Movement in our
country and growing reputation of our state demonstrated the fact that, despite
being a member for a short time, the member states unanimously supported the
presidency of Azerbaijan in this organization [The Non-Aligned Movement,
Azerbaijan’s national interests, and the simplistic thinking of the anti-national
opposition. (2020, October 26). AzTV.az]. The Non-Aligned Movement
presidency of the Republic of Azerbaijan (2019-2023): The movement
presidency of Azerbaijan in 2019-2022 further increased the role and
reputation of our state in global processes, strengthened our position in
international arena, contributed to economic development of our country, gave
wide opportunities for the growth of the non-oil sector and our export potential.
The President Ilham Aliyev uses international platforms playing significant
role in determining the world policy and agenda and brings the realities of
Azerbaijan to the knowledge of the world, achieves expansion of the list of the
states defending proper position of our country, achieves turning Azerbaijan
into a place of international cooperation where global matters are discussed, as
well brings our state closer to strategic goals in stages. After closed meeting of
the UN Security Council on the aggression of Armenia against Azerbaijan,
held on October 19, the co-chair countries of the OSCE Minsk Group, Russia
and France, drawn up a draft statement and distributed it among the member
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states in order to approve it. However, the draft statement did not include a
reference to the known 4 resolutions of the Security Council. The Non-Aligned
Movement member states held principled position, insisted on reference to the
Security Council resolutions, the UN Charter, regulations and principles of
international law, respect for sovereignty and territorial integrity of all the
countries, non-interference in internal affairs of sovereign states and protection
of their mutual interests and Bandung principles promoting interstate
cooperation, the Non-Aligned Movement documents, and did not allow to
implement the draft statement [Azerbaijan's diplomatic and military
achievements and the pro-Armenian policy of the great powers. (2020, October
24). AZERTAC]. As the president of the Republic said: "This political
measure has failed, there are no documents adopted, and I think that this is
our next political victory. We won in the political arena, just like we won on
the battlefield” [“This is our next political victory” — llham Aliyev. (2020,
October 25). Yenisabah.az].

Comprehensive cooperation with Turkiye has been playing significant role
in foreign policy of sovereign Azerbaijan since the summer of 1993. Turkiye
recognized Armenia as an occupant and declared that it would have no
relations with Armenia if Nagorno- Karabakh problem is not fairly resolved.
The relations between Azerbaijan and Turkiye are of great importance in
establishing the peace and tranquility in the world and in the region. The
strengthening of the relations between Turkiye and Azerbaijan is aimed at
ensuring the stability in the Caucasus. The whole world knows that the
relations between Azerbaijan and Turkiye are at the highest level. This was
confirmed once again during the 44-days Patriotic War, which lasted from
September 27, 2020 to November 10, 2020. Fraternal Turkiye provided
political and moral support to Azerbaijan from the first days of the war. The
President of Turkiye Recep Tayyip Erdogan made express and definite
statements and declared that Azerbaijan was not alone in this war, and Turkiye
was always with our state and people. The relations between Turkiye and
Azerbaijan are main condition for regional cooperation. The activities of
Turkic-Russian Joint Center in Karabakh are also significant as effective
mechanism for establishing the peace in the region. “Shusha Declaration on
allied relations between the Republic of Azerbaijan and the Republic of
Turkiye”, signed in Shusha on June 15, 2021 became another manifestation of
unity, relationship, friendship and brotherhood between two states and their
peoples. Joint initiatives of Azerbaijan and Turkiye in strengthening the
stability and security in the Caucasus, reconstruction of all the transport and
economic relations, as well normalizing the relations and providing sustainable
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peace within the countries of the region is the best example demonstrating the
importance of further strengthening and development of these relations.
5.Conclusion

After reinstating our independence in 1991 and territorial integrity during the
44-days Patriotic war resulted in Great Victory within the period from
27.09.2020 to 10.11.2020, foreign policy of Azerbaijan is successfully
implemented in eliminating existing political strain in the South Caucasus,
achieving peace and security, as well developing the cooperation between
Armenia and Azerbaijan. Making serious efforts to establish bilateral and
multilateral cooperation between the states of the region, ensure peace,
tranquility and regional security, coexistence of the peoples, the Republic of
Azerbaijan seeks to establish stability in the region and wants to establish good
neighboring relations with Armenia.
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