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BIRCH-BARK LETTERS AS A MIRROR OF MEDIEVAL
NOVGOROD LIFE

Ramilya Hamidova*

Abstract. The birch-bark letters of Novgorod (11-15" centuries) are a
unique source for studying the social, economic, legal, and cultural life of the
city. They document real practices of urban inhabitants, illustrate a wide range
of domestic, commercial, and legal interactions, and reveal communication
patterns among different social groups, including artisans, merchants,
peasants, women, and children. Particularly significant is the role of women in
written communication: they not only wrote and received letters but actively
participated in economic and legal matters, making decisions about property
and family management. Children’s letters, including those by Onfim,
demonstrate early literacy and engagement in written communication. The
letters reflect economic processes, including debts, trade, supply orders,
payments, and commodity exchanges. They also record legal conflicts,
complaints against neighbors, property disputes, and appeals to urban courts,
providing insight into the legal culture of Novgorod. Moreover, the letters
preserve features of everyday speech, including dialectal forms, conversational
constructions, and non-standard spelling, making them valuable for historical
linguistics. Thus, Novgorod birch-bark letters act as a “mirror” of urban life,
revealing everyday concerns, economic and legal practices, interpersonal
relations, and social norms. They offer a unique perspective on the life of a
medieval city through the lens of actual communications among its inhabitants.
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BEPECTA KAK 3EPKAJIO CPEJHEBEKOBOHU )KU3HU HOBI'OPOJA

Pamuasa 'amugoBa*

Annotauus. bepectsubie rpamotsl HoBropona XI-XV BB. npenctaBisitoT coboit
YHUKAQJIBHBIA MUCTOYHUK I M3YYEHHUS! COLMAIBHON, SKOHOMUYECKOM, MPaBOBO U
KYJIBTYpHOH >Xu3HH ropofa. OHH (UKCHPYIOT pEaJibHble NPAKTUKU TOPOJICKOIO
HaCEJIeHHsI, JEMOHCTPUPYIOT pasHooOpasne OBITOBBIX, XO3SHCTBEHHBIX M MPAaBOBBIX
B3aUMOJICUCTBUM, a TaKK€ PACKPBIBAIOT KOMMYHMKAILMIO MEXIY pPa3InYHbIMU
COLUMANbHBIMU T[PYNNAMH - PEMECICHHHKaMM, TOProBLAMH, KpPECTbSIHAMH,
JKCHIIIMHAMU U IC€TbMHU. Oco0oe 3HaueHne UMEIOT CBHUACTCIILCTBA YUAaCTHA )KCHIIUH B
MHUCbMEHHOMN IMMPAKTHUKE: OHU HE TOJIBKO IMOJYyYaJIM U IMUcCajiki N1MucbMa, HO U aKTUBHO
BKJIIOYAJIMCh B XO35IICTBEHHBIE U IPABOBBIE JeJa, IPUHUMAIN PELICHHUS [0 BOIPOCaM
MMYINECTBA M CEMEWHOTO yrpaBieHus. JleTckue 3ammcu, BKItodas TekcTel OHpuMa,
IMOKa3bIBAIOT ITPOLICCC O6y‘-ICHI/I}I IMUCbMY M paHHEC BOBJICUCHHUEC B IMHWCBMCHHYIO
KOMMYHHKaUuo. ['pamMOTBl OTpakalOT HSKOHOMHUYECKHE MPOLECCHL JOJITOBBIE
00513aTeNbCTBA, TOPTOBIII0, PACHIOPSKEHHUS O IOCTABKAX, pacuEThl U OOMEH TOBapaMH.
Onu Takke (UKCHPYIOT TIpaBOBbIC KOH(IMKTBI, JKado0bl Ha COCeIeH,
HUMYHICCTBEHHEBIC CIIOPBI U O6paH16HI/ISI K TOpOACKUM CYI[66HI>IM HWHCTaHIUAM, 4YTO
MO3BOJISIET PEKOHCTPYHPOBaTh CHUCTEMY NpaBoBOM KynabTypbl HoBropoma. Kpome
TOr0, TPaMOTHl JEMOHCTPUPYIOT OCOOCHHOCTH SI3bIKa TIOBCEJHEBHOW pEYH:
JMaNeKTHble (OPMBI, pPa3rOBOpHBbIE KOHCTPYKLUH, HECTaHIAPTHU3UPOBAHHYIO
opdorpaduro, 4TO JeNaeT UX LIEHHBIM HCTOYHUKOM ISl HCTOPUYECKOH JINHT BUCTHKH.
Takum o0pa3om, OepecTsiHble TPaMOTHI SBIISIOTCS «3epKajomM» >ku3HM HoBropoaa,
OoTpakasi TIOBCEJHEBHbIE 3a00Thl, JKOHOMHYECKHE W TIPABOBBIC IPAKTHKH,
MCKIIMYHOCTHBIC OTHOIOCHHA W COLMAJIbHBIC HOPMBEIL. Ounn Jarl0T YHHUKAJIbHYIO
BO3MOXHOCTb YBUJETH XKH3Hb CPEJAHEBEKOBOI'O TOPOJa «H3HYTPH», Yepe3 MPHU3MY
peaIbHBIX KOMMYHUKALIUNA €r0 KUTEIIEH.

KnioueBble caoBa:  OepecTsHble  TpamoTbl, HoBropom, MOBCEIHEBHOCTS,
MMCBMEHHOCTb, COLAIIbHAS NCTOPUST
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TOZAGACI QABIGI UZORINDOKI YAZILAR: ORTA 9SRLOR
NOVQOROD HOYATININ 9KSIDIR
Ramils Hamidova*

Abstrakt. Novqorodun tozagaci qabigi tizarindoki yazilar (XI-XV asrlar)
sohorin sosial, iqtisadi, hiuqugi vo madani hoyatin1 6yranmok (gtin unikal
monbadir. Bu maktublar sohar sakinlarinin real faaliyystlorini, glindslik, ticarot
Vo hiiquqi qarsiligl alagalarini oks etdirir vo sonotkarlar, tacirlor, kandlilar,
gadinlar vo usaqlar arasindaki tinsiyyati gostorir. Qadinlarin yazil iinsiyyotdo
istirak1  xisusilo ohomiyyatlidir: onlar moktublar yazmag vo almagla
kifayatlonmayib, hom do igtisadi vo hlqugi masalalords aktiv rol oynayir,
miulkiyyat vo ailo idarogiliyi ilo bagli qgorarlar gobul edirdilor. Usaglarin
yazilary, o climlodon Onfim nimunalari, erkon yazi bacarigini vo yazili
unsiyyatdo istirakini gostorir. Moktublar iqtisadi foaliyyatlori oks etdirir:
borclar, ticarat, mallarin ¢atdirilmasi tizra tapsiriglar, 6donislor vo mubadilo.
Homg¢inin qonsulara qars1 sikayatlor, milki mdibahisalor vo sohor
mohkomolorino miracistlor hiqugi moadoniyyst haqqinda molumat verir.
Bundan slava, moktublar giindslik danisiq dilinin xtisusiyyatlorini, dialekt
formalarini, danisiq konstruksiyalarini vo geyri-standart yazini saxlayir, bu da
onlar dil¢ilik vo yazili madoniyyatin todgigi Ucun giymatli edir. Belsliklo,
Novqorod tozagact qabigi tizorindaki yazilar sohar hayatinin “giizgiisii” kimi
cixis edir, glindalik qaygilari, iqtisadi vo hiiquqi praktikalari, qarsiligh
munasibatlari va sosial normalari niimayis etdirir vo orta asr soharinin guindalik
hoyatina unikal baxis taqdim edir.

Acar sozlar: tozagaci qabigi tizorindaki yazilar, Novqorod, giindalik hayat,
yazi1 sistemi, sosial tarix
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1.BBenenue

bepectsanpie rpamotrel HoBropona, oOHapykeHHbIe ¢ cepennHbl XX Beka,
CTaJIM PEBOJIIOLIMOHHBIM MCTOYHUKOM JIJISi U3YyYEHHUS COLIMAIILHOM HCTOPHUH
Pycu. Onum  pacmmpwinm  OpeACTaBICHHS O  paclpOCTPaHEHHOCTH
MMMCbMEHHOCTH, YpPOBHE KOMMYHHKAIIUHU, JCIOBOM U OBITOBOWM JKU3HH
pasIMYHBIX CJIOEB HaceleHus. B oTimuue or seronuceld M OpUIMATBLHBIX
AKTOB, TaKue€ MHUCbMA MO3BOJISIIOT YCIBIIATh «rOJIOCA» JIFOAEH, YbE
CyIIECTBOBAaHUE OOBIYHO HE OTPAXEHO B TPATUIIMOHHOW MHCHhMEHHOMN
tpaauiuu [bopoauxun A.I1., 2017, c.48].

CoBpeMeHHbIE HCCIEAOBaHUSl IMOKA3bIBAIOT, YTO MHCHbMEHHBIE TPaMOTHI
WCII0JIb30BAJIMCh HACEJIICHUEM LIMPOKOr0 Kpyra: peMECIC€HHUKH, KPECThSHE,
TOPTOBIIbI, )KCHILUHBI, I€TU. DTU COOOIIEHHUS, 3a4aCTyI0 KPaTKHE U OBITOBBIE,
(bOpMUPYIOT MPEACTABICHUE O PEATbHBIX OTHOIICHUSX MEXIY JIOAbMH, HX
3a00Tax, KOH(PIUKTAX, YJKOHOMHUYECKUX 3ampocax u (HopmMe KOMMYHHKAIHH
[Camumosa P., 2025, ¢.142].

Ilenp craThu - wHcciaenoOBaTh OEpecTSHbIE TI'PaMOThl KaK OTpakKeHUE
COIMaJIbHOM, YKOHOMHYECKON U mpaBoBol >xu3Hu Hosropoaa XI-XV Bekos;
OTpEeNeINTh, KaKUM O0pa3oM 3TH TEKCThl MO3BOJISIOT PEKOHCTPYHUPOBATHh
TOPOJICKYIO TOBCETHEBHOCTh M CTPYKTYPHI OTHOILIEHU BHYTPHU OOIIECTBA.
2.MarepuaJj 4 MeTOI0JI0THYeCKHEe OCHOBAHUS UCCJIETOBAHUS

COBOKYMMHOCTh ~ HaWJEHHBIX TPaMOT HACUUTHIBAET 0OoJee  ThICAYU
sx3eMIusipoB. Ouu patupyrorcst XI-XV Bekamu. [laTupoBka nmpou3BOIUTCS
no crparurpaduu, IASHIPOXPOHOJIOTHH, TMajeorpauueckuM MaHHBIM H
COTIOCTaBIICHUIO UMEH W COOBITHI C JIPYrMMU MUCHMEHHBIMU HCTOYHHUKAMH
[MBanoBa A.1O., 2017, ¢.92].

MeTon010THS HCCIEA0BAHUS BKIIIOYAECT:

¢ HCTOPUKO-(PUIOTOTHUECKUN aHAINU3 TEKCTOB;

e PEKOHCTPYKIIUIO SI3bIKA U COITUATIBHOTO KOHTEKCTA;

e M3Yy4YECHHE B3aUMOICUCTBUN MEXKIY YIaCTHUKAMH TUCHbMEHHOTO OOMEHa;
e KOMIUIEKCHBIN MOAXO0]T COUUATIBHON UCTOPHH.

[logxon, OpUEHTHMPOBAHHBIM Ha HM3YUYEHHE IOBCEIHEBHOCTH, IO3BOJIIET
paccMaTpuBaTh O€pecTsHbIe COOOIIEHUs] KaK TMPOSBICHUS PeaTbHBIX
COLIMAJILHBIX TMPOIIECCOB, a HE KaK (hOpMaTu30BaHHBIC aKThl O(QUIIMATHHOTO
nuceMa [Kykymkuna E.M., 2015, ¢.211].
3.bepecra kak MaTepuaJl NMCbMA U COLMATbHAS MPUPOIA HOBrOPOACKOI
MUCbMEHHOCTH

Bepecta Obuta neméBbIM, JOCTYMHBIM W TEXHOJIOTHYECKH YAOOHBIM
MarepuaioM. JJis mucbMa MCIIONb30BaM CTHIIYC, KOTOPBIM MPOIIapaIbIBaIn
TEKCT HAa BHYTpPEHHEH CTOpoHEe KOpbl. Takas TexHUKa Jenajna MUChMO
JOJITOBEYHBIM:  TpOIAparaHHble  JUHUW  COXPAHSJIMCh  JaXe  IpH
HeOmaronpusaTHBIX ycnoBusx [Copokun A.B, 2020, ¢.77].
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Hcnonb3oBanue OepecTbl BMECTO JIOPOTHMX UEPHWI U IEeprameHra
CBUJCTEIBCTBYET O JEMOKPATUYHOCTU MUChMEHHOCTH. [IuchMO cTaHOBUIIOCH
4acTbl0 IIOBCEJHEBHBIX IPAKTUK, a HE IPEpPOraTuBOM MOHACTBIpEN W
KaHLEISpuil. ITO OOBICHSIET MIMPOKOE Yy4YacTHe B  MHCbMEHHBIX
KOMMYHHMKAIUAX MPEACTaBUTENEN pa3HbIX COLMaIbHBIX ypoBHeH [IleTpoBa
E.B., 2014, c.119].
4.7KanposBoe pa3HooOpa3ue GepecTAHBIX IPaMOT

Konnekuust rpaMoT 1€MOHCTPUPYET MIMPOKHM CIIEKTP KaHPOB U (DYHKIIMA:
4.1.JInyHble NHCbMA, OTpaXamolue OBITOBOE OOLIEHHE, MPOCHOBI,
00BSICHEHUS], CEMEHHBIE U COCEJICKUE OTHOUICHUSI.

4.2 Xo3silicTBeHHbIEe COOOLEHHUSI - PACIIOPSDKEHUS O TMOKYINKaX, OOMeHax,
[IOCTAaBKaX, NOPYUEHUSX, YKA3aHUS 110 BEICHUIO JOMALITHUX JIE.
4.3.1Opuanyeckne U MpPaBoBbIe 3aNMCH - KOOI, TpeOOBaHUS, JOITOBbIE
00513aTeNbCTBA, TOPYIUTEIHCTBA.

4.4.YyeOHble TEKCTHI - YIPAKHEHUS IIKOJIbHUKOB, a30yKH, PUCYHKH JIETEH,
CBUJETEILCTBYIOIINE O OBITOBOM XapakTepe 00yueHus rpaMoTe.
4.5.ToproBble 3alMUCKH, CBSI3aHHBIE C JBM)KCHHEM TOBApOB, pacuéramu,
3agomkenHocTsiMu [Cvuphos [1.A., 2018, c¢.64].

PaznooOpa3ue >kaHpPOB MOKAa3bIBAET, YTO MHHUCHMO OBUIO HHCTPYMEHTOM
MOJTHOIIEHHOTO COLMAIIBHOTO B3aUMOJICHCTBUS, BBIMOJIHSIBIINM (DYHKIHH,
paHee He 3aKpeIIEHHBIE B TMCbMEHHOM KyJIbType Pycu.
5.ConMaJIbHBIA COCTAB YYACTHUKOB NMCbMEHHOT0 00 1eHU S

bepecTsiHble TpamMOTBI IO3BOJISIIOT PEKOHCTPYMPOBAaTh KpPYr JIOJEH,
Y4acCTBYIOUIUX B MHCbMEHHOM OOMEHE:

e PEMECIICHHUKY;

e  3@)KHUTOYHBIC U MEJKHE TOPTOBIIBL;

e  KpPECTbsHE, IPOKMBABIINE B IIPEJIENAaX TOPOJACKON TEPPUTOPHUN;

e MpEACTAaBUTEIN 00CITY>KUBAIOIIETO MIEPCOHANA;

e KEHIIWHBL;

e geru [bopoauxun A.Il., 2016, ¢.51].
5.1.KenmuHbI B NicbMeHHO# ku3Hu HoBropoaa

Oco0eHHO BaXXHBIM SIBIIICTCS] Y4acTHE >KCHIIMH. YacTh 3amucell HamvcaHa
KEHCKUMU HWMEHAaMH WJIH aJpecoBaHa jkeHImuHaM. OHHM 3aTparuBaioT
BOIIPOCHI UMYIIECTBA, J0JTOB, OBITOBBIX KOH(IUKTOB, MOCTABOK U JIMYHBIX
npock0. DTO JAEMOHCTPUPYET 3HAUMUTENbHBIA YPOBEHb COLHMATBLHON
aKTUBHOCTH >KeHIIMH B HoBropose, uX caMoOCTOSITENIbHOCTh B MPAaBOBBIX U
sKOHOMHUECKUX B3aumoeiictBusx [[lerpora E.B., 2014, ¢.119].

5.2 JleTcKkHe rpaMoThI: CBHIETEIbCTBO OLITOBOI MUCHMEHHOCTH

HaubGonpmmii wHTEpec BBI3BIBAIOT 3aNHCH, MPUHAANSKAINUE OCTIM,
HampuMep, IHUPOKO u3BecTHble TeKcThl OHpuma. OHU OTpa)xkaroT MpoIiecc
o0y4eHHs TpamMoTe, B TOM YMCIIE B JIOMALIHUX YCIOBUSX, M MOJITBEPHKAAIOT,
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YTO MUChMEHHBIE HaBBIKM OBLIIM YacThIO MMOBCEHEBHOM KYIbTYpPhI TOPOJCKOM
cpenbl [Mensuukosa M.1., 2022, ¢.88].
6.9KOHOMHMYeCKHe OTHOLLIEHHS, OTPA:KEHHBIE B IPaAMOTax

bepecTtsnble nuchMa NpeAOCTaBISIIOT LIEHHbIE CBEIEHUs 00 YKOHOMUKE:
6.1./10Jru, JIaTesKu U KpeAUTHbIE OTHOIIEHU S

Berpeuatores TpeOoBaHUS BEpHYTH JONT, YBEAOMIIEHHS O IPOCPOUKE,
pockOBI 0 3aiimMe, coolmienus o pacuérax. Takas MpakTUKa MOKA3bIBAET, YTO
KpEAUTHbIC OTHOLIEHUS ObUTM TUIMYHBIMU HE TOJIBKO JI KyIeuecTBa, HO U
1St 0OBIYHBIX JkuTenei ropoaa [CmupHosa [1.A., 2018, c.64].

6.2. ToprosJisi u ABHKeHUE TOBAPOB

MHuorue nucbMa QUKCUPYIOT OOMEHBI, TOPYYEHUS KYIUTh WIH JOCTaBUThH
TOBAp, yKa3aHWs O KAdyecTBE NPOAYKIUH. OTH MAaHHBIC IOATBEPKIAIOT
aKTUBHOCTh BHYTPEHHEIO pBIHKA U BBICOKYIO CTENEHb BKIIIOUEHHOCTHU
ropokan B oOMeHHbIe mporiecchl [["amumosa P., 2025, ¢.142].
6.3.Xo3s1iicTBeHHbIE OTHOLIIEHUSI BHYTPH ceMeii

Coo0meHus o pacnpeaesieHu 0053aHHOCTEH, TTOKYIKE POTYKTOB, HaliMe
MacTepOB WU PAOOTHUKOB OTPAXKAIOT BHYTPEHHIOIO OPTaHU3AIIUIO TOPOJCKOM
CeMbHU U €€ IKOHOMHUYECKUX MPAKTHUK.
7.IlpaBoBasi KyJIbTypa U pa3pellieHHe KOH(PJIMKTOB

IOpunuveckn rpaMOTHI BKITFOYAIOT:

e KaJoOBI HAa COCEJIEH;

e OOBUHEHHS B HapyLIEHUU 005A3aTEIbCTB;

e TOMBITKH B3bICKAHUS JIOJTOB;

e  (huKcanuio UMYIIECTBEHHBIX CIIOPOB;

e 0OpaleHus K FTOPOJCKUM Cy1eOHBIM HHCTAHLIUSAM.

OHM TOKa3BIBAIOT, YTO TOPOKAHE AKTUBHO HCIOJIB30BATU THCHMEHHBIE
¢dopMBl JUIA  3aIIMTBl CBOMX IMIpaB M pa3pelieHuss KOH(IUKTOB, 4YTO
CBHJIETEIILCTBYET O PpA3BUTOCTH NPABOBOW KYIbTYphl M JIOBEPUH K
MUCbMEHHOMY 3aKperuieHuto qoroBopéunocteii [MBanosa A.10., 2017, ¢.104].
8.513bIK TPaMoOT M 0COOEHHOCTH IOPOJCKOIi peun
Bepectsinble nrcbMa BaXKHBI [T U3YUSHHS A3bIKA!

OHHU (PUKCUPYIOT Pa3TOBOPHYIO, a HE KHIDKHYIO PEUb;

oTpaxkatoT  (oHeTHyeckue H  MOpPQOJOrHMYeckhHe  OCOOEHHOCTH

CEBEPHOPYCCKUX JIMAJIEKTOB;

e coJiepXKaT HeCTaHIapTHU3UPOBaHHYIO opdorpaduro;
e TIepeAalT OCOOEHHOCTHM YCTHOW KOMMYHHUKALUH, HEMOCPEICTBEHHO
3akperuiéanbie mucbMeHHo [Toncras C.M., 2012, ¢.215].

OTH TEKCThl MO3BOJSIOT PEKOHCTPYUPOBATh PEATbHYIO DPEUEBYIO Cpedy
HoBropona, Bkirouass BapHaHThl IMPOU3HOLICHUS, OBITOBYIO JIEKCUKY U
pasrOBOpHBIE KOHCTPYKIIMH, KOTOpPHIE OTCYTCTBYIOT B OQUIIMAIBHBIX
JTOKYMEHTaXx.
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9.3ak/0ueHue

bepectsnble rpamoTsl HoBroposa sBIISIIOTCS YHUKAIbHBIM CBHJIETEIIECTBOM
KU3HU CpelHEBEKOBOro ropojga. OHM pacKpblBalOT MHOI'OTPAHHOCTb
TFOPOJCKOM  IIOBCEIHEBHOCTH, BKJIOYas OSKOHOMMYECKHE OTHOLICHMS,
NIPaBOBBIC CIIOpPBI, OBITOBBIC OOS3aHHOCTH, JIMYHBIC TNEPEKHUBAHUSA U
SMOLIMOHAJIBHBIE CBSI3U XKUTEIEH.

OCOOEHHO Ba)KHBIM SIBIIETCS TOT (PAKT, YTO aBTOPHI IPAMOT - 3TO OOBIYHBIE
TrOpPOXKaHE: PEMECIECHHUKH, JKEHIIMHBI, IETH, KpecTbsiHE. Takod Kpyr
YYaCTHUKOB JieflaeT OepecTsHbIe TPaMOThI OTHUM U3 CaMBbIX JEMOKPATUYHBIX
HMCTOYHUKOB ITMCbMEHHON KYJIbTYpPHI.

Takum oOpa3om, OepecTsHble MHCbMa BBICTYNAIOT KaK «3€pKajio»
TOPOJCKOM >KU3HHU, ITO3BOJIAS YBUIAETh PEAIbHBIE B3aUMOJCHCTBHUS JIIOAEH, a
HE TOJNbKO COOBITHS, omucaHHble B Jjeronucsax. CoBpeMeHHas Hayka
paccMarpuBaeT HMX KakK KJIHOYEBOM HMCTOYHHK I U3YYEHHS COLMAIBHOW,
SKOHOMUYECKOH U KyJIbTypHOU uctopuu Pycu XI-XV Bekos.
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