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Abstract. This study is a literature review that examines the new social movements
emerging in Azerbaijan in the context of democracy, identity, and digital activism.
The research is not based on the collection of empirical data; rather, it offers a
theoretical evaluation grounded in national and international academic studies,
reports, and media analyses. By examining both the historical background and the
contemporary forms of new social movements, the study aims to make a theoretical
contribution to the field of social movement research in Azerbaijan. It evaluates the
new social movements that have emerged in Azerbaijan in recent years within the
frameworks of democracy, identity, and digital activism. The growing demand for
political participation, the redefinition of cultural identity, and especially the
increasing visibility of younger generations through digital platforms constitute the
core dynamics of social mobilization in the country. Unlike traditional forms of
protest, these new movements are characterized by more flexible, network-based, and
horizontally organized structures. However, the centralized governance system, the
limited public sphere, and distrust in information circulation partially hinder the
development of these movements. Nevertheless, the rapid communication enabled by
digital media facilitates the expression of diverse social groups and expands the space
for democratic debate. In this regard, new social movements can be considered an
important source of social dynamism in Azerbaijan, contributing both to the
transformation of political culture and to the growth of democratic awareness in
society.
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HOBBIE OBLIECTBEHHBIE JBUKEHWS B ASEPBAIKAHE:
OLIEHKA B KOHTEKCTE JEMOKPATHH, WIEHTUYHOCTH 1
NUADPPOBOI'O AKTUBU3MA

Jabnyp llnxanues*

Puasan Hyummex**

A@cTtpakr. JlaHHast cTaThs IpeJICTaBIsICT cO00I 0030PHBIN aHATN3 HOBBIX OOIIIECTBEHHBIX
JBIDKCHUM B A3epOaiikane B paMKax IEMOKPATHH, HICHTUYHOCTH U U(POBOrO aKTUBU3MA
Ha OCHOBE Hay4HOU nuTepaTyphl. MccnenoBanue He onupaeTcs Ha SMIIMPUYECKUe JaHHbIE, a
0a3upyeTcsl Ha TEOPETHUYCCKON OICHKE, OCHOBAHHOM Ha HAIMOHAIBHBIX M MEKIYHAPOIHBIX
aKaJeMHUYECKHX HCCIENOBAHUAK, HMHCTUTYIMOHANBHBIX OTYETaX M MeAHua-aHajuse.
PaccmarpuBas kak HCTOPUYECKUN KOHTEKCT, TaK M COBPEMEHHBIE MPOSBICHUS HOBBIX
OOIIECTBEHHBIX IBIKCHUH, CTaThsi CTPEMUTCS BHECTH TCOPETUYCCKHH BKIIAA B H3yUCHHE
KOJUICKTHBHEBIX NIeHicTBHl B A3epOaiimkane. B mocieqane romsr o0mecTBeHHAs MOOMITA3AINS
B CTpaHC XapaKTEepH3yeTcsl pOCTOM TpeOOBaHMI K TIONUTHYECKOMY YyYacTHIO,
MIEPEOCMBICTICHHEM  KYJIBTYPHBIX HACHTUYHOCTEH W, B OCOOCHHOCTH, IOBBIIICHUEM
BHAMMOCTH MOJIOJCKHU depe3 Mu(poBbie mIaThopMbl. B oTiamyuue oT TpaaulHOHHBIX (HopM
NpOTECTa, AaHHbIC JBIKCHHS OTIMYAIOTCS OOJbIIEH TMOKOCTBbIO, CETEBOH CTPYKTYpOW W
TOPU30HTAIBHBIMA MOJICJISIMA OpTaHu3alud. BMecTte ¢ TeM LEHTpalu30BaHHAs CHUCTEMaA
yIpaBJICHUS], OTPAaHHYCHHOE OOIIIECTBEHHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO M HEJOBEPHE K HHPOPMAITHOHHBIM
MOTOKaM YacTUYHO CIEPKUBAIOT Pa3BUTUE ITHX JBMKeHWH. HecmoTpss Ha 37O, ObIcTpas
KOMMYHHUKAIs, o0ecrieunBaeMasi IUPPOBLIMU Me1a, TO3BOJISET PA3IMUHBIM COITUAILHBIM
rpynmnaM BbIpaXkaTh CBOM B3MWISAAbI W PACIIUPSET MPOCTPAHCTBO JIEMOKPATHUYECKON
JMCKyCCHH. B 3TOM KOHTEKCTE HOBBIE OOIIECTBEHHBIE IBIKEHUS MOTYT PaCCMaTPUBATHCS KaK
BaXHBI HWCTOYHUK CONHMAJIbHOM  JWHAMHKH, CIIOCOOCTBYIOIIUH  TpaHCHOpPMALIUU
MTOJMUTHIECKON KYJIBTYPHl U YKPEIUICHUIO JEMOKPATUIECKOTO CO3HAHUS B a3epOailikaHCKOM
oO1ecTse.

KuaroueBble ciaoBa: AsepOaiipkaH, oOmeCTBEHHBIC IBWKCHUS, NU(POBOH aKTUBHU3M,
HWIEHTUYHOCTb, JEMOKPATHUS
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AZDRBAYCANDA YENI ICTIMAI HOROKATLAR: DEMOKRATIYA, KIMLIK
VO ROQOMSAL AKTIVIZM KONTEKSTINDO QIYMOTLONDIRMO
Elnur Sixsliyev*
Ridvan Simsak™*

Abstrakt. Bu mogalo Azorbaycanda yeni ictimai horokatlar1 demokratiya,
kimlik va rogemsal aktivizm ¢arcivasinds arasdiran adobiyyat osasli bir tohlildir.
Todgigat empirik molumatlara deyil, milli va beynalxalq akademik arasdirmalara,
institusional hesabatlara vo media tohlillarina séykanan nazari giymatlondirmays
osaslanir. Yeni ictimai harakatlarin ham tarixi fonunu, ham da muasir tazahirlarini
nozordan kecirarok, mogalo Azarbaycanda kollektiv foaliyyatin 6Gyronilmasi
sahasina nazori téhfo vermayi moagsad goyur. Son illordo Azorbaycanda ictimai
soforborlik siyasi istirak toloblorinin artmasi, moadoni kimliklarin yenidan
formalasmas1 vo xususilo gonc nasillorin rogomsal platformalar vasitssilo daha
gorinon hala galmasi ilo xarakterizo olunur. ©nanovi etiraz formalarindan fargli
olaraq, bu harokatlar daha ¢evik, soboko asasli va Ufligi togkilatlanma modellari ilo
saciyyalonir. Bununla yanasi, morkozlogdirilmis idarsetmo sistemi, mohdud
ictimai mokan va informasiya axinina olan etimadsizliq bu harokatlarin inkisafini
gisman mohdudlagdirir. Buna baxmayaraq, rogomsal medianin tomin etdiyi siratli
kommunikasiya mixtalif sosial qruplarin 6z fikirlorini ifado etmasino imkan
yaradir vo demokratik mizakiro makanini genislondirir. Bu baximdan yeni ictimai
horokatlar Azorbaycanda ham siyasi madoniyyatin transformasiyasina, hom do
comiyyatin demokratik stiurunun giiclonmasine téhfo veron mihim sosial
dinamika manbayi kimi dayarlondirils bilar.

Acar sozlar: Azorbaycan, ictimai horokatlar, rogomsal aktivizm, kimlik,
demokratiya
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1.Introduction

Social movements are widely regarded as one of the fundamental analytical
tools for understanding the dynamics of change in modern societies. Classical
social movements that emerged alongside industrialization were largely
shaped by class-based demands, economic inequalities, and conflicts between
labor and capital. However, since the second half of the twentieth century,
transformations in social structures, the expansion of communication
technologies, and the increasing visibility of individual identities have
significantly altered the nature of collective action. This transformation is
discussed in the literature under the concept of “new social movements”
[Touraine, 1985; Melucci, 1996]. New social movements differ markedly from
classical social movements that were based on class and hierarchical structures.
While classical movements primarily focused on material demands such as
economic interests, income distribution, and working conditions, new social
movements emphasize post-material values such as identity, cultural
recognition, lifestyles, and democratic participation. This shift indicates that
social conflicts no longer emerge solely at the economic level but also within
cultural and symbolic spheres. In terms of organization, classical movements
relied on centralized leadership and institutionalized structures, whereas new
social movements are built upon horizontal networks, flexible participation,
and network-based coordination. Moreover, these movements do not limit
political struggle to the state and the economy but incorporate everyday life
practices, identity construction, and cultural representations into the political
sphere. In this respect, new social movements represent a distinctive form of
social opposition that seeks to achieve social change not only through political
decision-making but also through culture and ways of life [Castells, 2010].
This theoretical approach also provides a useful framework for understanding
the transformation processes of post-Soviet societies. Following the
dissolution of the Soviet Union, Azerbaijan has undergone a multidimensional
process of political, social, and cultural transformation. This process has
affected many areas, from state—society relations to the visibility of individuals
in the public sphere. Social movements have not been immune to these
changes. However, reducing social movements in Azerbaijan solely to political
opposition or conflict is insufficient for capturing the country’s complex social
dynamics. The literature indicates that new forms of collective action in
Azerbaijan have increasingly concentrated on identity, culture, youth, and
digital interaction [Guliyev, 2018; Iskandarov, 2020]. In this context,
digitalization plays a crucial role in shaping new social movements in
Azerbaijan. The internet and social media platforms provide individuals with
direct access to the public sphere, enabling the formation of new
communication and solidarity networks beyond traditional organizational
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structures. Castells’ theory of the network society offers an important
theoretical background for understanding this process. According to him,
digital networks allow social actors to redefine their collective identities and
create alternative public spheres [Castells, 2012]. The main contribution of this
study lies in bringing together the literature on new social movements in the
Azerbaijani context and evaluating it within a conceptual and historical
framework. The study aims to provide a theoretical foundation for future
empirical research. It does not seek to collect primary data; instead, it offers a
literature-based analysis relying entirely on secondary sources. Accordingly,
the article does not adopt a normative or critical stance toward the state, the
media, or political actors, but rather approaches the historical development and
theoretical interpretations of social movements within a descriptive analytical
framework.
2.Methodology and Nature of the Study

This study is designed as a literature review based on a qualitative research
framework. Rather than collecting empirical data, the research relies on
systematic literature analysis and theoretical interpretation. The analysis is
conducted entirely on secondary sources, and the primary objective of the
study is to examine the existing literature on new social movements in
Azerbaijan at historical, theoretical, and conceptual levels in a systematic
manner. Accordingly, the article adopts an explanatory and descriptive
approach and does not pursue any normative, critical, or prescriptive agenda.
During the literature review process, both the classical international literature
on new social movements and contemporary academic studies on Azerbaijani
society were examined together. In particular, the foundational works on new
social movement theory [Touraine, 1985; Melucci, 1996], debates on
democracy and the public sphere [Habermas, 1996], and approaches to digital
activism and the network society [Castells, 2010; 2012] constitute the
theoretical framework of the study. In addition, sociological analyses, regional
studies, and reports by international institutions addressing the Azerbaijani
context were also included [Guliyev, 2018; Iskandarov, 2020]. The sources
were subjected to a thematic content classification during the research process.
This classification covers four main dimensions: (i) theoretical approaches to
new social movements, (ii) social movements in post-Soviet societies, (iii)
debates on democracy and identity, and (iv) digital activism and the media
sphere. This thematic division enables a comparative and holistic analysis of
the literature. In the study, references to state institutions, media organizations,
or social actors are based solely on descriptive assessments found in the
existing literature. Examples from television and newspapers are not used to
praise or criticize any institution but rather to illustrate the role of the media in
shaping the visibility of social movements. In this sense, the study adopts an
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analytical yet neutral stance. This approach is consistent with the study’s main
objective of providing a theoretical framework and systematically reviewing
the literature. The article aims to establish a conceptual foundation for future
field research and comparative studies, offering an academic and literature-
based assessment of new social movements in Azerbaijan without making
political prescriptions or normative judgments, and thereby contributing to the
broader field of social movement studies.
3.Theoretical Background of New Social Movements

Social movements have long been discussed in the social science literature
as a central concept for understanding the structural transformations of modern
societies. Classical theories of social movements largely explained this
phenomenon through class conflicts, economic interests, and organized
political struggles. Rooted in the Marxist tradition, this perspective viewed
social movements as forms of collective action directly linked to production
relations and class positions. However, the cultural, technological, and social
transformations that took place in Western societies in the second half of the
twentieth century revealed the limitations of these explanatory frameworks. In
this context, the theory of new social movements emerged as an approach that
does not confine social conflict solely to economic demands. Alain Touraine
argues that in modern societies the primary struggle is not over production but
over “the control of historicity,” and he defines social movements as processes
organized around the control of cultural meanings [Touraine, 1985]. This
perspective emphasizes that movements are not driven only by material
interests but are also organized around identity, lifestyles, and values. Alberto
Melucci, in turn, associates new social movements primarily with processes of
identity construction and symbolic interaction. According to Melucci, such
movements consist of flexible and polycentric networks that exist within
everyday life rather than through continuous and visible street protests
[Melucci, 1996]. This helps explain why new social movements differ from
classical forms of organization and why they often appear fragmented or
temporary. Another distinctive feature of new social movement theory is the
definition of collective actors in terms of subjective experiences rather than
structural positions. Individuals participate in these movements not only
because of class belonging but also on the basis of gender, generation, cultural
affiliation, and worldviews. This diversifies the social base of movements and
expands the boundaries of political action [Offe, 1985]. In the literature on new
social movements, culture occupies a central analytical position. Language,
symbols, discourses, and narratives of identity serve as the primary tools of
mobilization. In this sense, social movements are seen not only as arenas for
demands directed at the state or power holders but also as spaces in which
society redefines its relationship with itself. Habermas’s concept of the public
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sphere provides an important theoretical foundation for understanding this
process, as new social movements are regarded as actors that expand public
debate and deliberation [Habermas, 1996]. In recent years, the spread of digital
communication technologies has further broadened the scope of new social
movement theory. Through his concept of the network society, Manuel
Castells argues that social movements are now organized through digital
networks rather than hierarchical structures [Castells, 2012]. This
transformation has profoundly altered the speed, reach, and forms of
interaction of movements. For younger generations in particular, the digital
sphere has become one of the main arenas of both identity construction and
collective action. Overall, social movement theory provides a flexible and
multidimensional analytical framework for understanding contemporary forms
of collective action. By moving beyond economic determinism and focusing
on identity, culture, communication, and digitalization, this approach enables
social movements to be analyzed within their historical contexts. This
theoretical foundation also offers a useful perspective for examining new
social movements in societies undergoing transformation, such as Azerbaijan.
4.Democracy and Participation Debates

In classical political theory, the concept of democracy has long been
addressed within the framework of representative institutions, elections, and
constitutional arrangements. In this approach, citizens’ participation in the
political process has largely been limited to voting and involvement in
decision-making mechanisms through representatives. However, the
acceleration of social transformations and the increasing visibility of
individuals in the public sphere have revealed the inadequacy of defining
democracy solely through institutional structures. These debates have led to
the consideration of participation within a broader and more multidimensional
framework [Dahl, 1989]. Participatory democracy approaches argue that
individuals should be not only the objects of political decisions but also their
active subjects. From this perspective, democracy is understood as a
continuous process of deliberation and interaction. Carole Pateman argues that
participation not only produces political outcomes but also fosters individuals’
democratic culture and civic consciousness [Pateman, 1970]. This approach is
important for explaining why new social movements emerge in arenas outside
formal institutional politics. Another prominent approach in democracy
debates is the pluralist and civil society-centered perspective. According to this
view, democratic systems function to the extent that diverse interests and
identities can be articulated in the public sphere. Cohen and Arato define civil
society as a sphere situated between the state and individuals and as the main
carrier of participatory politics, considering new social movements among the
dynamic actors of this sphere [Cohen & Arato, 1992]. Within this framework,
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social movements generate alternative forms of participation in response to
crises of representation. In post-Soviet societies, debates on democracy and
participation have a distinctive character shaped by historical experiences.
Political participation is formed not only through institutional mechanisms but
also through cultural practices and everyday life experiences. Howard and
Roessler note that participation in these societies often emerges with low levels
of organizational density but high symbolic significance [Howard & Roessler,
2006]. This provides important clues as to why new social movements tend to
take more flexible and temporary forms. In the contemporary literature,
debates on democracy increasingly focus on the concepts of “capacity,”
“access,” and the “quality of participation.” Fung argues that participation
should be evaluated not in terms of its quantity but in terms of how, by whom,
and under what conditions it takes place [Fung, 2006]. This perspective makes
it possible to assess the democratic contribution of new social movements by
focusing not only on their level of visibility but also on their capacity to
generate public deliberation. In the Azerbaijani context, democracy and
participation are generally analyzed in the literature through the lenses of the
transformation process, the development of the civic sphere, and generational
differences. These studies allow new social movements to be viewed not as
alternatives to institutional politics but rather as structures that create spaces
for public awareness and social interaction [Aliyev, 2015]. This perspective
aligns with the general approach of the present study by treating democracy
and participation not as normative goals but as analytical fields of inquiry.
Debates on democracy and participation occupy a central position in
understanding new social movements. The limits of representative democracy,
the cultural and symbolic dimensions of participation, and the transforming
role of civil society make it possible to comprehend the conditions under which
these movements emerge. Within this framework, democracy is understood
not merely as an institutional structure but as a continuously reproduced social
process.
5.1dentity, Youth, and Cultural Dynamics

In the literature on new social movements, the concept of identity is regarded
as one of the fundamental determinants of collective action. Unlike classical
class-based analyses, contemporary social movements are shaped by how
individuals define themselves, the cultural affiliations around which they
position themselves, and how they relate to their worlds of meaning. In this
context, identity is understood not as a fixed category but as a process that is
continuously reconstructed through social interactions [Jenkins, 2008]. Youth
occupies a distinctive position among the key actors of new social movements.
Young individuals are able to adapt more rapidly to social transformations due
to both their generational experiences and their cultural flexibility.
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Mannheim’s theory of generations demonstrates that youth is not merely a
biological age group but a sociological category shaped by shared historical
experiences [Mannheim, 1952]. This perspective is important for explaining
why young people become particularly visible social actors during certain
periods. One of the defining characteristics of identity-based social movements
is their emphasis on forms of cultural expression. Music, art, language,
symbols, and everyday life practices constitute both the discursive and
practical dimensions of these movements. According to Eyerman and Jamison,
social movements are also processes of cultural learning and meaning
production; in this sense, they create symbolic spaces that transform society
[Eyerman & Jamison, 1991]. This approach provides a strong theoretical
framework for understanding the role of cultural dynamics within social
movements. In post-Soviet societies, debates on identity display a more
complex character due to historical ruptures and processes of restructuring.
The interaction between national identity, modernization, tradition, and global
culture becomes particularly evident in the everyday practices of younger
generations. Brubaker conceptualizes identity not as a fixed essence but as a
category that is “used” and ““activated” in specific contexts, emphasizing that
this perspective is compatible with the flexible nature of social movements
[Brubaker, 2004]. In the Azerbaijani context, the literature on youth and
identity is closely associated with urbanization, rising levels of education, and
the spread of digital culture. Young people tend to prioritize cultural practices
and lifestyles over political ideologies in their modes of self-expression. This
helps explain why new social movements often take shape around cultural
visibility and recognition rather than direct political demands [Swader, 2013].
Identity, youth, and cultural dynamics provide a central analytical framework
for understanding new social movements. This field makes it possible to
conceptualize social movements not only as expressions of political demands
but also as integral components of the processes through which individuals
position and make sense of themselves in modern societies. Such a theoretical
approach contributes to a more in-depth analysis of new social movements in
societies undergoing transformation, such as Azerbaijan.
6.Digital Activism and Media: Social Media, Protests, and Hashtag
Culture in Azerbaijan

In Azerbaijan, digital activism has begun to play a significant role in the
reshaping of the public sphere, particularly with the widespread use of social
media. Platforms such as Twitter (X), Facebook, Instagram, and Telegram
have become not only spaces where individuals express their opinions, but also
digital public arenas in which social demands gain visibility, collective
identities are constructed, and actions are organized. In this context, hashtag
culture (#) functions as one of the core tools of digital activism by bringing
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together the demands of different social groups under a shared discourse [Earl
& Kimport, 2011]. Traditional media, by contrast, often presents these digital
actions in a selective and framed manner. Qualitative analyses show that
television channels and official news agencies frequently code protests and
campaigns that gain momentum on social media as “marginal,” “externally
influenced,” “disorderly,” or “threats to social stability.” Such framing renders
the movements’ demands invisible while foregrounding narratives of security
and order. In contrast, social media discourse frames these actions in terms of
rights claims, justice, environmental sensitivity, or democratic participation,
thereby producing an alternative interpretation. Consequently, digital activism
in Azerbaijan has become not only a tool of organization but also a symbolic
arena of struggle against the hegemonic narratives of traditional media. Within
this struggle, hashtag culture transforms dispersed individual reactions into a
collective digital identity and provides public visibility [Yang, 2016; Jackson,
Bailey & Foucault Welles, 2020]. An examination of qualitative examples of
movements in Azerbaijan shows that issues such as environmental problems,
women’s rights, corruption allegations, and freedom of expression circulate
rapidly through social media. Digital campaigns produced through hashtags
are effective in agenda-setting, information dissemination, and emotional
mobilization. In this process, social media transcends the limits of state-
controlled traditional media and creates an alternative space for public debate.
Thus, digital activism in Azerbaijan functions as both an organizational tool
and a symbolic field of contestation against dominant media narratives.
Hashtag culture plays a crucial role by converting fragmented individual
responses into a collective digital identity and enhancing public visibility
[Global Voices, 2011]. During the social reactions that emerged in 2013 in
response to deaths in the military, social media played a critical role in
reshaping public debate in Azerbaijan. Digital calls organized through
Facebook events and Twitter posts enabled a topic that received only limited
coverage in traditional media to be discussed by wider audiences. Although a
campaign centered on a single, dominant hashtag did not emerge during this
period, the content produced on digital platforms transformed the issue of
military deaths into an alternative public agenda [Ismayil, 2013]. This
demonstrates that, in the Azerbaijani context, social media functions not
merely as a communication tool but also as a space for producing public
visibility and symbolic power. More recently, digital campaigns emerging
around environmental issues and interventions in local living spaces have
revealed the more explicit incorporation of hashtag culture into Azerbaijan’s
digital activism repertoire. The use of both English and Azerbaijani hashtags
such as #SaveLocalEnvironment and #EnvironmentalJusticeAZ on platforms
like Instagram and Twitter indicates a digital strategy aimed not only at the
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national public but also at international audiences. These hashtags function as
symbolic tools that link local environmental issues to global environmental
discourses, thereby seeking to enhance the legitimacy and visibility of the
movements [JAMnews, 2023]. Digital activism in Azerbaijan has developed
through mutual interaction with the traditional media landscape. While state
television AzTV presents social events primarily within a framework of
official information and stability discourse, ictimai TV allocates relatively
more space to cultural and social content. In the print media, Azarbaycan
newspaper follows an institutional and state-centered editorial line, whereas
525-ci Qozet adopts a publishing practice that allows for more critical and
intellectual debate. This differentiation indicates that the media in Azerbaijan
does not produce a monolithic discourse; however, it also shows that social
demands rising in the digital sphere generally circulate in mainstream media
in a limited and framed manner. In this context, digital media functions not as
the opposite of traditional media, but as an alternative public sphere that
complements its limited representational capacity. Social media platforms
enable social movements to produce their own narratives, testimonies, and
demands, while traditional media makes it possible for these narratives to reach
broader audiences to a certain extent. Thus, digital activism in Azerbaijan
simultaneously creates an alternative discursive space and engages in an
indirect interaction with the agenda-setting power of traditional media.
However, the literature also indicates that the opportunities offered by digital
activism in Azerbaijan are accompanied by significant limitations. While the
online sphere provides important advantages in terms of visibility, speed, and
mobilization, state surveillance, censorship mechanisms, and legal
uncertainties increase the fragility of this space [Pearce & Kendzior, 2012].
Under these conditions, digital activism tends to emerge not as long-term and
institutionalized organization, but rather in the form of short-term campaigns
focused on specific events and themes. As a result, new social movements in
Azerbaijan largely manifest themselves through social media— and hashtag-
based mobilizations. Digital platforms offer new opportunities for expressing
social demands and constructing collective identities; however, the political
impact of these opportunities is shaped by the legal, institutional, and cultural
constraints of the country. This reveals digital activism in the Azerbaijani case
as a distinctive political practice that simultaneously contains both
transformative potential and structural limitations.
7.Discussion

The findings of this study are not based on new field data but on a critical
evaluation of existing academic research. In this respect, the article aims to
present a descriptive and analytical perspective rather than a normative or
prescriptive political stance. When examined through the lens of democracy
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and participation debates, the literature shows that participation in Azerbaijan
is largely defined through institutional channels. The state’s emphasis on
preserving political order makes it difficult for social movements to maintain
a permanent and organized presence in the public sphere. In contrast, youth-
based movements tend to emerge through temporary, thematic, and flexible
structures [Howard & Hussain, 2013]. This finding is consistent with the
literature suggesting that new social movements are characterized more by
episodic mobilizations than by continuity. Studies discussed in the section on
identity, youth, and cultural dynamics demonstrate that younger generations in
Azerbaijan are positioned as key actors of social change. However, this form
of agency is shaped less by demands for direct political representation and
more by lifestyles, cultural expression, and individual rights. As Melucci
(1996) emphasizes, the primary strength of new social movements lies not in
material gains but in the construction of meaning. When the Azerbaijani case
is evaluated within this framework, it can be argued that identity-based claims
are more visible than explicit political discourses. The field of digital activism
and media constitutes one of the most striking dimensions of the discussion.
While the literature acknowledges that digital platforms function as an
alternative public sphere in Azerbaijan, it approaches optimistic claims about
unlimited freedom in this space with caution [Pearce & Kendzior, 2012].
Hashtag-based campaigns and online mobilizations provide visibility, yet their
transformation into lasting organizational structures remains limited. This
demonstrates that digital activism is a powerful but fragile tool. Evaluations
based on traditional media examples further reveal the structural divide
between state-controlled and private media. State-controlled outlets frame
social movements within narratives of order and stability, whereas private
media tend to present them in more cultural and social terms. Nevertheless, in
both media types, the demands of new social movements are rarely carried into
public debate in depth [McQuail, 2010]. Overall, the discussion indicates that
new social movements in Azerbaijan are neither fully suppressed nor
transformed into institutionalized structures. Rather, they can be understood as
limited yet meaningful interventions that emerge intermittently within existing
political and cultural conditions.
8.Conclusion

The fact that this study is based solely on a literature review ensures that its
findings do not carry normative or prescriptive political claims; instead, it
enables the establishment of analytical connections among existing academic
debates. The reviewed sources indicate that social movements in Azerbaijan
differ significantly from classical models of political participation and are
increasingly oriented toward cultural, symbolic, and digital spheres. In the
literature on modernization and value change, Inglehart and Welzel’s (2005)
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argument that rising economic security leads to greater demands for freedom
of expression and participation is partially confirmed in the Azerbaijani
context, yet it operates in a limited manner. Here, value transformation
becomes visible not so much through political institutionalization but rather
through everyday practices and digital forms of expression. This suggests that
democratization should be understood not only through institutional reforms
but also through cultural and communicative domains. The identity- and
culture-centered nature of new social movements becomes more meaningful
when interpreted through Bauman’s (2000) concept of “liquid modernity.” In
Azerbaijan, movements tend to emerge through temporary networks and
thematic alliances rather than permanent organizations, indicating that
collective identities are not fixed but open to negotiation and inherently fragile.
This observation is consistent with the notion of “intensity rather than
continuity” frequently emphasized in the literature on new social movements.
When examined through the lens of Bennett and Segerberg’s (2013) concept
of “connective action,” Azerbaijan provides a particularly interesting case for
comparative analysis. Hashtag-based campaigns and online mobilizations
conducted via social media facilitate individual participation; however, this
participation rarely translates into institutionalized structures. This reveals that
while the digital sphere generates visibility, it simultaneously constrains the
sustainability of collective action. Discussions on the media can be interpreted
through Couldry’s (2012) concept of “representational inequality.” In
Azerbaijan, the ways in which state and private media outlets address social
movements tend to frame rather than deepen their demands. As a result, digital
media offers an alternative space against incomplete or limited representation;
yet, due to its own structural constraints, it cannot fully function as an
institutionalized public sphere. In conclusion, this study demonstrates that new
social movements in Azerbaijan do not fully correspond either to classical
forms of opposition or to Western-centered models of activism. Instead, they
produce limited, temporary, and often digitally confined interventions within
the existing political and cultural context. This finding reinforces the need to
treat new social movement theory not as a universal template but as a
contextual and multi-layered analytical framework. Future empirical, field-
based research could deepen the literature review presented here and generate
more comprehensive insights into social transformation in Azerbaijan.
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